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Is everything about legalization?

USA: Florida, North Dakota, South Dakota



Malta  2021
Luxembourg 2023
Switzerland 2023
Netherlands 2023
Germany 2024
Czech Republic     ?

Legalizing- from North America to Europe



• Not easy to evaluate
• Stronger cannabis
• New products
• Risc behaviour changing
• Cannabis industry growing
• Increased consumption
• Increased harm

• Child poisoning/Traffic
• Illegal market remains
• Legalization has not reached 

target

INCB’s view
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Source: StatCan

Number of Homicide Victims per 100 000 Related to Organized Crime and 
Street Gangs in Canada, 2000-2023

Canada

Legalization 
october 2018

Will legalization of cannabis affect the gang criminals? 





Everything is not about legalization…





1. Police allocate resources
2. Fastness, 72 hours
3. Dependence, risc for dependence, 
not dependence
4. Huge tool box

Exemple 1: Portugal

Warning • Adm fee • Professional ban, if certificate is needed 
(eg doctors or taxi driver) • Ban being at some specific places • 
Ban visiting some specific persons • Ban leaving the country 
without permission. • Reporting obligation. • Lost license 
weapon. • Seizure of certain object that can be of certain risc. 
• Seizure of money from public authorities. 



➢Emphasize ”harm and misery” incl children and young people.
➢ ”From harm to hope”

Smarter sanctions 3 steps (except dependence that get treatment).
➢ Step 1: Instead of penalty fee can chose ”drug awareness course”.
➢ Step 2: Drug tests and step 1.
➢ Step 3: More, for example confiscation of passport and driving license.

➢Tough on criminal supply and highest increase ever to rebuild treatment and 
recovery.

➢Buying illigal drugs contribute to organized crime.
➢Objective in 10 years: Decrease drug use to the lowest level since the last 30 

years.

Exemple 2: Great Britain





➢ Highest consumption cannabis. Why?
➢ Penalty for any illegal drugs: fee 3750 euro (!)
➢ Prosecutor: alt action, ”reminder of the law”

2018 evaluation: 
➢ Punishment unprop, seldom used, decrim in reality
➢ Banalization use in population
➢ =>Most get ”reminder of the law”, not deterrent.

New sanction: 
➢ Objective: Stop banalization and de facto decrim
➢ Fee 150-450 euro. Criminal records.
➢ Not if need of social services, care, known by police

Exemple 3: France



“After 25 Years of Failed Drug Policy”

“- a Tougher Approach: The compassionate 
thing to do is to interfere” 

(Minister of psychological health and 
dependence, Alberta)

- Alberta: Harm reduction→Recovery

- Oregon: Smarter sanctions- then and now



1. States in US, Canada, Australia
2. 46 states- more then legalization!
3. Result?

Exemple good samarit-law





Summarize and what to do if you want to know more? 
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